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A BUSY WEEK ON THE COVID FRONT

Track and Trace is in place and working - if we all pull together

These are strange and difficult times. The challenge is to keep everyone happy
and rowing whilst, above all, keeping them safe and illness free. Over the last
month an enormous amount of work has been carried out by the volunteer
officers of the club to protect members, their friends and their families. 

We need you all to help us keep you safe!

The system revolves around the need to limit the number of people on the
quayside to a maximum of twelve at any time. That is why everybody now
needs to book their outings ahead of time to be sure there is space for them. 
Boat bookings are separate. Limiting the number to match our available space
is a legal obligation which British Rowing, Environmental Health Officers, NHS
T&T are policing. At the press of a button these booking sheets will allow us to
identify who was on the river at any given time, with whom and when - the
same as any pub or restaurant.

We have produced a leaflet which explains everything clearly and this was
introduced at the river and in the clubhouse at the weekend. I will send an
electronic version of the leaflet to everyone tomorrow and there are plenty of
physical copies at the club.

Please all use this simple system to keep us safe, stop the club being fined or
shut down or, in the worst case, David Bolton being sent to prison!

Members should check that there is a timeslot available for them then book it
through Squad Captains or directly through me,

Stay safe.



WE NEED HELP TO SAVE OUR BACON ROLLS!

Betty's Bar service will close after 3rd October unless more volunteers come
forward to help behind the counter. At least 5 people are needed each
Saturday. 

If you want to stop the closure they need:
26/9   1 person
3/10    2 people
10/10  3 people
17/10  2 people

 
Contact Jackie Kilbourn direct to volunteer.  

While we're in Betty's Bar, a further reminder of my message telling everyone
that it is now necessary to wear a mask in the clubhouse house and in the Cafe
whilst being served. No mask, no service and no food!  (But you can remove
them to sit down and eat!)

Please also take time to look at and respect all the measures now in place in
the halls and at the top of the stairs.

 

TWO ITEMS OF HOUSEKEEPING

Clive Kilbourn is kindly going to be doing some work to the old boathouse - he's
going to get the doors painted and new bolts fitted to the right hand set of hand
doors. This will stop them blowing open unexpectedly in the wind.

And



You may have noticed a large concrete looking thing lying on the grass outside.
It is not a replica of a 'Mulberry Harbour' (only the oldies will know what that is!)
or a whale. It is part of a floating quay-heading for adaptive canoeists and
rowers and may one day be used to extend our current version. No timing on
this yet but it will certainly be very welcome when it's in place.

BOATS ON THE WATER
Some good news. Hurrah!

It is great to see all the Quads, 4's, 2x's and singles out on the water. The
Explore fleet is being given good use by novices and people learning to
row.
The Juniors had a very successful taster session.
This means we can welcome probably 8-10 new/returning-after-a-gap
members who will be strengthening almost every squad and bring an
extra, energetic dimension to our club.  

Well done everybody and a huge welcome to all of you.

There are other pictures of boats and oarsmen available - but it's late... and
look who's in front here! (... well, actually at the back I think. Ed)



ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS
All membership and racking fees are remaining the same as last year. We have
now switched payment to the British Rowing ClubHub system to pay fees. It is
proving to be successful and easy to use.

It is really important the club receives the money as soon as possible. There
are quite a number of different packages available (eg Adult, Junior, Student,
Family and even Life Membership) with full or monthly payment terms. 

If you have any problems with payment, what membership package to choose
or the ClubHub system, do not hesitate to call or email Tom Hockley, NRC's
Membership Secretary : memsec.norwichrc@gmail.com.

A CONVERSATION ON THE BANK
Here's a great little conversation that happened a couple of weeks ago at our
boathouse ....something to aim for!

I was walking near the quay heading with Nick Cooper (our Treasurer and great
rower!). I saw Stewart Farquharson coming off the water and mentioned that he
was in the club website's Roll of Honour as a twice Olympian (Tokyo and
Rome).

I asked  'Have you ever won at Henley Royal Regatta?  Modestly, his reply was
'Yes, I was rowing for University of London (equivalent to our current GB squad)
and won the Grand Challenge beating Cornell the fastest American 8'. 

'Wow, you don't get higher than that!' I said.

Quietly Nick Cooper said ' six months later we beat their eight by ten seconds
at the Head of the River race!'  Slightly stunned, I looked round and added 'Was
that with Tideway Scullers, didn't they win five years in a row?'. 



'No' came his modest reply, 'it was nine years in a row, but I won it five times
with Scullers!!'  

A brilliant moment. Two great rowers, still competitive and still friends! That is
what our sport is all about.

SITUATIONS VACANT

The club urgently requires volunteers to fill these 2 important positions:

1) L2R/ Development Squad Captain
We have a number of volunteers that will help with this very important squad
but we need someone willing to manage and develop it. 

2) Welfare Officer
This position has newly become vacant and we need to appoint a replacment. 

If you are interested yourself or know of anyone that might be interested in
either of these positions please let me know as soon as possible.

David Ashcroft
Club Captain

Contact
captain.norwichrc@gmail.com
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